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The Hall of  Human Origins 

You have entered the Hall of  Human Origins. Get 

ready to go on a journey through time and see first-

hand the evolution of  humans over the last 6 million 

years.  

On your journey, you will need to find objects 

throughout the exhibit to truly understand the 

evolution of  the modern human. Get ready, it is 

going to be a wild ride. 

 



• Throughout this exhibit, you will see many different skulls of  the early 
humans. These skulls vary in shape and size. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you locate the oldest skull in the exhibit?  

 

Which early human species does this skull belong to? 

 



 Many of the early human species were extinct millions of 

years ago.  

 The names of two of these species were Homo 

neanderthalensis and Homo erectus.  

 Modern humans belong to Homo sapiens.  



Can You Find the Human Species? 

Homo erectus Homo neanderthalensis 



Fun Interactive Activity 

• Use the computer located in this section of  the exhibit to see what you 

would look like if  you were an early humans.  

 



Survival 

• Survival was of  the upmost importance of  the ancestors of  the modern 

human. They learned new skills and traveled all over the world.  

• Let’s investigate some of  the survival skills they learned.  

• Before we begin, can you guess what you might find?  

 

http://humanorigins.si.edu/sites/default/files/images/portrait/3.3.4-30_handaxe_bose_jdhd_p.jpg


Walking on Two Legs 

• The earliest humans walked on 4 legs. 

•  About 6 million years ago, early humans 

learned to walk on 2 legs.  

• This allowed early humans to travel 

great distances and survive in many 

different climates. 

•  In order to stand on 2 legs, humans 

developed stronger hips and legs. 

 

 



Let’s discover the muscles that support your 

body when you walk.  

Press your fingers beneath the top bones on 

both of  your hips. 

Now stand on one leg. 

Can you feel the muscles contract? 
 



Bigger Brains 

• As time went on, the human body began to grow larger.  

• A larger body helped humans adjust to changes in weather and temperature.  

• The human brain also grew, helping early humans to develop tools, adjust to 

different environments, and develop human relationships through 

communication.  

• Find the brain model located in this exhibit.  

 



Making Tools 

• Early humans made many different tools to help them 

build shelters, hunt animals, cook food, keep warm, and 

provide light at night.  

• Can you discover the materials early humans used to 

make tools? 

 



Future Humans 

• Humans are still evolving today.  

• The way humans look and behave 
today may not be the way humans will 
look in the future.  

• Humans continue to adapt to their 
changing environments much like the 
early humans you learned about in this 
exhibit.  

• How you do think humans will 
evolve in the future? 

 



Fun Interactive Activity 

• Find the computer titled 

“Imagine your Descendants.” 

Find out what humans may 

look like in the future.   

 

 


