
Morning at the Mall 
2014 Folklife Festival 

Saturday, June 28, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
(Festival opens to the public at 11:00am) 

 
GENERAL FESTIVAL INFORMATION: 
 

LOCATION 
THE NATIONAL MALL — Between 9th and 12th Streets 
The Folklife Festival is a ten-day festival held outside on the National Mall. Meet at one of the two 
following locations from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and you will be escorted to the China program area.  

• The National Mall entrance of the National Museum of American History. The museum is 
located on the Mall between 10th and 12th Streets. 

• The top of the Smithsonian Metro Station escalators 
 
Only China: Tradition and the Art of Living will be open during this time, but feel free to stay during 
regular Festival hours to explore the other program, Kenya: Mambo Poa! 
 

METRO 
Metro is the easiest option for getting down to the Mall. The closest Metro station is the Smithsonian 
stop on the Blue/Orange line. Exit toward “The Mall.” For a Metro map and more information, visit 
Metro’s website at www.metroopensdoors.com. 
 

PARKING 
There is no public parking on the National Mall. There are a few metered parking locations on the 
streets adjacent to the Mall and museums, but these locations are not available until 10:00 a.m.  
 
Across the street from the National Museum of American History is a paid parking lot for the Ronald 
Reagan International Trade Building that is open to the public. For additional information on this parking 
lot, visit their website at http://www.itcdc.com/Visitor-Information/Parking.aspx 
 

FESTIVAL APP AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
Download the free Festival app for iPhones and Androids for access to daily schedules, a map of the 
Festival site, participant bios, concession menus, and more. Visit http://www.festival.si.edu/GetTheApp/ 
to download. The Festival also posts updates on its Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and Festival 
blog using the hashtag #2014folklife. Feel free to use #2014folklife in your own posts about the Festival 
to get the word out to your own social networks, too! 

http://www.metroopensdoors.com/
http://www.itcdc.com/Visitor-Information/Parking.aspx
http://www.festival.si.edu/GetTheApp/


 
TIPS FOR VISITING THE MALL 
 

CHILD IDENTIFICATION 
Make sure your child is wearing or has identification with him/her that includes a contact cell phone 
number. You may also want to include a strategy for staff on what to say or do to keep your child calm 
while we locate you (for example: sing, suggest s/he play with a particular toy, etc.).  
 
Although the Morning at the Mall is limited to one program, the Festival site is quite large, so if your 
child should wander off, staff members can use the identification to contact you immediately if they see 
your child. Children who become separated from their parents/guardians will be escorted to the 
Volunteer Tent. 
 

NOISE 
There are a number of performance venues which may be loud. Moonrise Pavilion and Ngoma Stage 
have music and dance scheduled throughout the day. Teahouse Commons and Karibuni Workshops will 
have some sessions of music scheduled each day. 
If your child is sensitive to sound, consider bringing noise-cancelling headphones or earplugs. For 
specific details, please refer to the online schedule at www.festival.si.edu/2014/schedule/june-28. 
 

TAKE A BREAK SPACE 
During Morning at the Mall, feel free to use the Participant Hospitality area as a Take a Break space. The 
Participant Hospitality tent is located on the south side of the Mall, in front to the Freer Gallery of Art, 
near the Smithsonian Metro escalators. This tent will not be open to the public during regular Festival 
hours, but other quiet areas can be found by the Smithsonian Castle. 
 

ART DISPLAYS 
There are a number of artisans displaying their crafts, such as instruments, sculptures, baskets, pottery, 
and embroidery and other textiles. Touching these exhibits is prohibited unless otherwise noted. 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES TENTS 
Family Activities tents are located within the China: Tradition and the Art of Living and Kenya: Mambo 
Poa program areas. Please refer to the Festival map at www.festival.si.edu/visitor/map.aspx. 
 
In the China program’s Family Style tent, families can try hands-on activities and watch special 
performances reflecting the country’s seasonal festivals. Visitors can play games, learn a new dance, 
make a lantern or kite, press a design into a moon cake, fill a sachet with herbs or color their own 
Chinese zodiac chart. Mandarin language instructors will teach phrases and songs. 
 

http://www.festival.si.edu/2014/schedule/june-28
http://www.festival.si.edu/visitor/map.aspx


In the Tuchezeni! or Let’s Play tent in the Kenya program, visitors can play new games, sing songs and 
participate in the Festival’s daily fun run with a Kenyan marathoner. They can also learn how to say 
native animals’ names in Swahili and design colorful khanga cloths. Children can discover how Kenyans 
are protecting the environment by using recycled items to create a beaded bracelet, water bottle 
planter, or mancala game. 
 

PORTABLE TOILETS 
Portable toilets are located along the Madison Drive side of the Festival site. There are a number of 
accessible toilets included in the bank of portable toilets. 
 

SERVICE ANIMALS 
Some visitors may bring service animals with them to the Festival. There are water and cooling stations 
provided for service animals at the entrance to each program area and near the Volunteer Tent. 
 

FOOD 
There are three food concession areas on the Festival site: Chi Fan Le! Let’s Eat! (China), Spice Routes 
Café (Kenya), and Choma Grill (Kenya).Dragon Tavern (China) and The Watering Hole (Kenya) serve 
popular Chinese and Kenyan beers and snacks. 
There are also fruit vendors and beverage stands that offer lemonade, limeade, and smoothies 
throughout the Festival site.  
 

WATER STATIONS 
Free water stations are located on the main walkways outside of each program area. Water bottles are 
available for sale in the Marketplace tent, or visitors are welcome to bring their own non-glass bottles. 
 

MARKETPLACE 
Souvenirs and traditional arts and crafts made by Festival participants can be purchased at the 
Marketplace tent, located in front of the National Museum of American History. Marketplace is air-
conditioned.  
  
 

Relax and have fun. Let your child roam around the Festival, and enjoy! 
 
 


