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In addition te the works just

named the Curator has béen gathering for years ma-
terial for extended works on the following subjects,
Primitive Apparatus and Methods of Travel and Trans-
portatien, Arts and Industries of the Races about
the Pacific Ocean,and Tools and Mechanical Appli-
ances of the American Aberigines., the first nam-
ed is nearly ready for publication and will be com-
pleted by May 1895, the others will be put into

form as soon as the material may be collected and

the drawings made.
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Mr. Stewart Culin of Philadelphia, has made
several visits to the National Museum for the pur-
pose of studying the collections of games and
gambling | throughout the world. Allof the materi-
al in our collection has been studied by Mr. Culin,
and through him we have been able to work off a
great many of our duplicates in exchange for new
specimens, this, has very much enlarged and en-

riched the collections of the Museum on that sub-

Mr. W. W. Rockhill has had access not only to
the material which he brought home in the prepara-
tion of the reports which he has been makingb%ﬁﬁ re
ference toghis explorations in T%ibetf but has used
all other specimens in our collections that have
any bearing on this supject,{ﬁe has also given much
attention to tattooing%’the deformation of the body
among various peoples,and in these studies has had
the assistance of the various members of my depart-

ant
menc.

L llr : .
Mr. J. Walter Pudhs in preparing his monographs

on the Hemfnway collecticn has had every facility
for comparing our material with his, he has also
gone to some trouble in making for us sand-paint-
ings representing Moki ceremonies and these are a-

mong our treasures.

In co-operation with Mr. Culin who has worked
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especially in Asiatic games, Mr. Cushing has made
studies in the American games and has added to the
number of our specimens illustrating this subject.
Professor F. V. Coville of the Department of
Agriculture,has commenced in association with this
department a series of studies in the economic bot-
any of North American Savages, he has entered upon
this work with great enthusiasm,and his control of
the division of botany in the Department of Agricuil-

ture affords him unparalleled opportunity for col-

lecting plants, identifying them, and associating

them with the aboriginal usages. This work promi-
ses very excellent results.

It may be of interest to the Director to know,
that specimens in the department of Ethnologyntyp-
ifying the lowest forms of human activity in many
respects"have been utilized in various sections of
the Museum as the starting point of elaborative or
evolutionary series in the new distribution of mat-
erial before mentioned. Much aid has been given
to the section of comparative religicns}of animal
products, of fisheries, of navigation, and several
new technical series just started,especially, one
relating to the common tools of all workmen,and the

other to metrics.




Mason, Otis T., Migraticon and the food-quest;
a study of the peopling of America. American An-
thropologist, Washington,1894, Vol. VII, pp.275-292.
This paper, dismissing all imaginary and accidental
.occurrences examines the great circle of the earth
passing from the strait of Malacca to the Columbia
River and thence through Mexico and Peru. It 18
shown that it is a route to America perfectly fea-
sible to savages, abounding in food,through land-
locked areas, in line with aerial and oceanic cur-
rents and in historic times occupied by peoples in

unbroken chain of connection.

Mason, Otis T., Technogeography, or the rela-

tion of the Earth to the industries of Mankind.

American Anthropologist, Washington, 1894,

Vol. V11, pp. 137-161.
The object of this paper is to show that the éarth
is an organized structure with relation to human
history and that the motive and genius of human

activities spring from earthly materials, powers

P
o

and forces.
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With reference to the development of the Dep-
artment of Ethnology, it is my highest wish to
place the subject upon a truly scientific basis and
to have material collected, observed, photographed
and arranged with such pains and accuracy as would
be devoted to specimens in other departments of
natural history. The great questions. in ethnol-
ogy ‘arise partly through the incompleteness of the
specimens and of the data,; as soon,as the material

llected, and the information scrupu-
Obtain@c a truth reveals itself at once; to

end, I should like to sée a‘closer co-opera-

tion among the Ethnological Museums of the world.

Much of our work is in the dark because a por-
tion of the specimens necessary to the single stu-
dy are in one place, and the remaining portion hid
away 1in another place. Those who have these in
charge are neither of them aware of the riches pos-
sessed by the other, for instance, the question is
raised whether a certain people invented a given
art out and out, or borrowed it from another peo-

le. If the two arts were properly examined, and

the elements of the problem properly obtained, it

£
would not take a ‘Wyro more than a few minutes to

decide this question; but because of the superfici-

&

ality of information, and the incompleteness and

haphazard gathering of material this question is

constantly arising and occasions no small contra-

1

exhibtion series it should be aimed to
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