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Abstract

Ladda Tammy Duckworth was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve
while pursuing her PhD at Northern Illinois University. She entered flight training at Fort
Rucker, AL in 1993 and later deployed in support of the following Operations: Bright Star, New
Horizons, and Iragi Freedom. On November 12, 2004, CPT Duckworth was flying as a UH-60
Blackhawk copilot when a Rocket-Propelled Grenade exploded, severely injuring both of her
legs and her right arm, requiring a battlefield evacuation. Despite a remarkable recovery, and a
demonstrated ability to pilot the aircraft in the simulator, her injuries rendered her non-
deployable. Duckworth served a total of 23 years in the Army Reserve and the Illinois National
Guard, retiring in 2014 at the rank of lieutenant colonel. Senator Duckworth is the first disabled
woman veteran to be elected to the House of Representatives (2012) and the Senate (2016).
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