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This presentation is an overview of technical study and con-
servation of two unusual objects excavated in 2005 from a
burial in the Xiongnu period cemetery Gol Mod 2 (Mongolia).

The artifacts, a large disk and a small perforated hemi-
sphere, included wrappings of fragile but well-preserved cloth
and cordage remains. Following preliminary stabilization by
conservators in the field, they were brought to the Smithson-
ian Museum Conservation Institute for further conservation

and technical investigation. The artifacts’ structure and com- SMRER 005 e
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position were analyzed using several non-invasive techniques.

The information obtained from these
analyses and comparative stylistic research
has helped to elucidate the function of the
artifacts and the possible provenance. As
demonstrated by such artifacts, a link be-
tween the Xiongnu and more western no-
mads of Central Asia could have important
implications in understanding the relation-
ships among the Eurasian steppes peoples.

In addition, the results of this study provide
further insight into Xiongnu material culture
bothforbronzeartifactsand textile production.
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