Assessment and monitoring lighting conditions
In museums

Evaluation of the fading rate of the LightCheck dosimeter with a calibrated reference scale
(photograph provided by Fraunhofer 1SC)
Exposure of a light dosimeter (type LCU) in the V&A next to a sensitive carpet
(photograph provided by V&A)
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Works of art cannot be appreciated without light, but light is also one of the most powerful
parameters in altering color and so causing irreversible damage. Before limiting the time of
exposure for each object, it is advisable to monitor the lighting conditions on site with data loggers
or with light dosimeters, such as the well-known Blue Wool Standard or the newly developed
LightCheck. LightCheck dosimeters were tailored to detect low to medium values of light doses.
Their response to light can be evaluated visually with a calibration card.

The presentation will introduce general lighting concerns in museums, featuring monitoring
with dosimeters. A case study in the Cloisters will demonstrate possibilities and limits of the
systems. The compromise between visitor’s requirements and object’s safety will be discussed.
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