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Determining the Acceptable Ranges of Relative Humidity

and Temperature in Museums and Galleries

Dr. Marion Mecklenburg
Senior Research Scientist, Museum Conservation Institute

Historically there has been considerable confusion and controversy
with regards to determining the correct temperature and relative
humidity settings for museums and galleries. There is no single
environment that works for everything in the collections.

This presentation will be a summary of the research on how the acceptable ranges of
relative humidity and temperature guidelines for museums and galleries were
determined. This talk will look at how the research results fit in with the actual
environmental control of the buildings at the SI.
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