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In June 2005 members of the Smithsonian staff were asked to 
assist in the conservation of the Lodge of Retirement in the 
Forbidden City in Beijing, China. 

This presentation will give an overview of that effort, concen-
trating on the structural assessment and planned environ-
mental systems. This late 18th century structure is primar-
ily wood with masonry fill (non-load bearing) between the 
columns on the north, west, and east walls. The lower part 
of the south wall is wood with doors and the original open-
ings above the wood walls have been enclosed with windows. 
Among the conservation issues addressed were structural 
analysis, roofing integrity, windows, and waterproofing. We 
were asked to guide the design of internal humidity and tem-
perature requirements and provide expertise on the conser-
vation of the interior decorations. In addition, we were asked 
to help in the planning for the use of the building and its 
future contents.
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