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Octobe 17, 2006  Tumulus MM at Gordion is the largest of 

the earthen burial mounds surrounding 
the ancient Phrygian capital of Gordion 
in modern Turkey. Excavations in 1957 
revealed a 2,700-year-old tomb chamber 
built of squared pine timbers with an 
outer casing of roughly-trimmed juni-
per logs. The 53-meter-high mound had 
sealed the tomb and created cave-like 
conditions that protected the wood from 
normal fungal degradation. The archaeol-
ogists found a tomb chamber filled with 
grave goods surrounding the remains of 
the dead king: they also discovered the 
oldest standing wooden building in the 
world. The focus of the present discus-
sion is the history of the preservation 
and conservation of the tomb, including 
the current environmental and structural 
studies. 
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