Survey Indicates Researchers Don’t
Have Enough Research Time

What do researchers do? According to the prelimi-
nary results of the “Faculty Burden Survey,” researchers
claim they only spend 58 percent of their research time
actually doing research; the remaining 42 percent goes to
administrative tasks.

The survey, the first of its kind to focus on research,
was undertaken by the Federal Demonstration Partner-

pls at www.ReportonResearchCompliance.com




10 Report on Research Compliance

The Researcher’s Top
Administrative Burdens
1. Grant progress report submission
2. Personnel hiring
3. Project revenue management
4. Equipment and supply purchases
5. Institutional Review Board protocol ap-
provals and training
6. Training personnel and students
7. Personnel evaluations

From preliminary results of the Federal Demon-
stration Partnership “Faculty Burden Survey”

ship to determine the extent of the administrative bur-
den that faculty assume when they apply for and receive
federal funds, and what impact that burden has on con-
ducting research.

Researchers were asked to rank 24 specific burdens
— proposal writing was not included.

The data analyzed came from 6,081 full-time faculty,
either principal investigators or co-investigators on fed-
erally funded projects in the 2004 academic year.

The majority of the respondents were from highly
research-intensive institutions; 71 percent were from
public institutions. See a list of the top seven burdens
from the “Faculty Burden Survey” in box above.

Dr. Robert Decker of Northwestern University, who
coordinated the massive effort, reported that with more
than 250 pages of “anecdotal discussion” to analyze, as
well as further analysis of the data, there is much more
to be learned from the survey. Full results and analyses
will be published this fall. <




