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Date:
1 August 2009
To:
Smithsonian Marine Science Distribution
From:
Michael Lang
	Subject:
	Call for FY10 MSN Postdoctoral Fellowship Proposals


Submission Deadline:  15 January 2010
The Smithsonian Marine Science Network (MSN) is a unique array of laboratories and research vessels spanning the western Atlantic coastal zone and across the Isthmus of Panama, facilitating long-term interdisciplinary, comparative research between MSN sites.  The Network includes SERC (Environmental Research Center, Edgewater, Maryland), SMSFP (Marine Station at Ft. Pierce, Florida), Carrie Bow Cay Marine Field Station (CCRE Program-Belize), and STRI (Tropical Research Institute, Panama).  The MSN invites Post-Doctoral research proposals that address big questions in marine science.
Eligibility and Award Amount:
Post-Doctoral scientists must collaborate directly with identified Smithsonian scientists as named sponsors/advisors of the fellowship (see Marine Research Staff information at www.si.edu/marinescience.)  Stipends are $42,000 per year with additional funds available for group health insurance, travel from place of origin to the Smithsonian host facility, research travel and research supplies, up to a combined $50,000 maximum per year. Awards will be made for a maximum of two years, pending review of the first-year progress report.  Proposals must focus on comparative research involving more than one of the Network facilities.  Individuals who have been employed or contracted by the Smithsonian Institution within the previous year are not eligible.

Big Questions in Marine Science (see www.si.edu/marinescience for further details):
1. What are the major spatial and temporal patterns in distribution of biodiversity? 

2. How does biodiversity, and the loss of biodiversity, affect the functioning of ecosystems?  

3. How are humans changing the magnitude and distribution of biodiversity? What are the patterns and consequences?  

Proposal submission:
1. All postdoctoral fellowship applicants are strongly encouraged to consult with a Smithsonian staff scientist prior to proposal submission.

2. Proposals must be submitted electronically by 15 January 2010 as a single pdf file to WATERLINE on www.si.edu/marinescience. Contact langm@si.edu for access information.
3. Two non-Smithsonian referees must submit letters of support independently to langm@si.edu by 15 January 2010.
Proposal Review:
Proposals will be peer-reviewed by a panel of Smithsonian scientists for scientific merit, project feasibility and appropriateness for MSN.

Award Notification:
Award notification will be forwarded electronically by 15 April 2010 to the applicants and their Smithsonian sponsor(s).

Collecting Permits, Animal Care and Use Committee approval and Smithsonian Scientific Diving Authorization:  see www.si.edu/marinescience
Progress Reports and Publications:
1.
A progress report is required for all projects and must be electronically submitted to langm@si.edu no later than one year from start of fellowship appointment.  A final report is due upon expiration of fellowship appointment.

2.
All publications resulting from work supported by the Smithsonian Institution must include an acknowledgment of the appropriate Smithsonian Research Unit(s) and the Marine Science Network.
Proposal Format:
I.
COVER PAGE FORM
1.
Name:  Dr. (family name, first name, middle initial):
.

2.
E-mail address (required):
.

3.
Residence address and telephone number:
.
4
Office address and telephone number:
. 

5.
Short title of proposed research: 
.
6.
Smithsonian Scientific Advisor and Research Unit:
.
7.
Co-Advisor name and affiliation:
.
8.
Proposed tenure at the MSN: Dates (month/day/year): 
. 

9.
Proposal budget (max. $8,000/year):  $
.
10. Current title and affiliation (institution, university, or employer):
.
11.
All degrees held, universities, and dates of conferment:
. 

12.
Degree expected, university, and anticipated date of conferment:
.
13.
Name of dissertation/thesis advisor:
. 

14. Dissertation title and short description:
. 

15.
Names and email addresses of two persons you have requested to submit letters of reference on your behalf:
.
16.
Please indicate how you first learned about the MSN Fellowship Program:

17.
This fellowship would require you to relocate from (nearest major city):


 to (MSN facility):
.
18.
For non-U.S. citizens: Citizenship; country of permanent residence; date of birth; place of birth; type of visa if currently in the U.S. and length of time on current visa:
.
I am applying for a Smithsonian Marine Science Network Fellowship as described above. 


Signature and Date
II.
PROPOSAL BODY (not to exceed 6-8 pages):

1.
Project Title.
2.
Abstract.
3.
Introduction – include appropriate background, rationale, and support from the published scientific literature.
4.
Goal and Objectives – include clear statement of central question or problem and the major elements comprising the objectives to address the goal. What are the hypotheses?
5.
Methods – include brief summary of approach, procedures, experimental designs, technical methods, and/or statistical treatment. Indicate the type of equipment (boats, microscopes, scuba equipment, etc) and the frequency of their need.  Information on existing facilities can be found on the MSN website (www.si.edu/marinescience), through links to MSN facilities.

6.
Work plan and time schedule (max. 2 years) – give dates and locations of field travel and outline of schedule for completion of work.

7.
Proposed research to be conducted at the following MSN facilities:
SERC

SMSFP

Carrie Bow Cay
STRI
8.
Significance/Relevance – briefly explain the anticipated contribution of the project and its significance.

III.
Literature Cited

IV.
Budget and Justification (max. $8,000/year):  Specify cost for travel (including per diem and transportation), supplies, equipment needs, health insurance.  Indicate source and amounts of matching funds from other sources, if available.
V.
Curriculum Vitae
VI. Letters of Recommendation from 2 non-Smithsonian referees must be submitted to langm@si.edu by 15 January 2010. 
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